THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING
treacherous men he refused to surrender his understanding
and the welfare of his country.

Perceval's assault upon the Government drew the fire
of its friends, among whom was the author of "A Genuine

Copy of the Tryal of J.....P......1, Esq; &c. Commonly

call'd B------of E........ . . . Try VI on Wednesday the

22d of February, at the Old-Bailey. For several High
Crimes and Misdemeanours. . . . Taken in Short-hand
hy a Barrister at Law, and Revis'd and Publish M by Order

of the Judges."    The  pamphleteer  arraigned   "3-----

p-----1 of the parish of St. Martin's in the fields, in the

county of Middlesex, Esq.," on an indictment charging
him with deserting, at the instigation of the devil, "the
cause and colours" under which lie had enlisted, with
betraying "the secrets of private and friendly conversa-
tion," and with lying about his former friends in a scandal-
ous and malicious pamphlet calculated to "promote sedi-
tion, confusion, and contempt of all government" and to
serve "the base, low, and interested views, of a cheat and
imposture." The case was argued before the Lord Chief
Justice Truth by Serjeants Clear-Doubt, Puzzle, and
Clenchit; and despite the fog which the counsel for the
defence created and threw over it, an impartial jury de-
cided that the prisoner was "a deserter, not only from his
late masters, but from all the masters he ever served."
Thereupon the court sentenced him to make a journey on an
ass through the principal streets of Westminster, preceded
by marrow-bones and cleavers to herald his approach,

"The Tryal" was a vigorous piece of rough and gross
ridicule from a writer who was more than a match for
Perceval Who was he? Suspicion at once fell upon Field-
ing. "A despicable ministerial pamphlet/7 said Argus of
the hundred Eyes, "has lately made its appearance in town,
... in which, or I have lost my cunning, 1 discover the
cloven foot of my old friend Justice Trotplaid, under the

94 of "the Powers that be/'
